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COMMON STATE PROPOSAL BE-

TWEEN NAGORNO KARABAGH
AND AZERBAIJAN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want-
ed to spend just a short amount of time
this evening talking about the opti-
mism that many of us are seeing as a
result of the meeting that took place
in Geneva last week between President
Kocharian of Armenia and President
Aliyez of Azerbaijan.

I am sure that many people know,
particularly those of us who have been
involved with the Armenia Caucus for
many years, that we are very hopeful
that, as a result of this meeting and
some other activities that have taken
place over the last few months, that we
could see a resolution of the conflict in
Nagorno Karabagh, which has been ba-
sically a bone of contention, if you
will, between the two countries for
some time.

I think many people know that
Nagorno Karabagh is an independent
republic that is Armenian speaking,
ethnically Armenian, that fought a
war, if you will, about 10 years ago that
at the time when the Soviet Union
broke up, and even though it has been
independent and has been a state for
all practical purposes, for about 10
years it is not recognized by the United
States and there is a continued con-
flict, albeit mostly peaceful conflict,
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over
the future of Nagorno Karabagh.

It would certainly behoove anyone
who is concerned about peace in the
Caucasus region to see if these two
countries could come to an agreement
over the future of Nagorno Karabagh
that, of course, involves the people of
Nagorno Karabagh, as well.

The Presidents of Armenia and Azer-
baijan met last week in Geneva for
talks that seek a political settlement
of the Nagorno Karabagh conflict.
President Robert Kocharian of Arme-
nia went to Geneva directly from War-
saw, where he had been for other busi-
ness, and while there he told the news
conference that he was optimistic
about the meeting with President
Aliyev. He said that there had been se-
rious progress since active talks have
begun with President Aliyev, most re-
cently in April during the NATO sum-
mit conference when both leaders were
here in Washington.

I must say also and give praise to
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, who had written to both
presidents after those Washington
talks urging further direct discussions
between the two presidents.

The latest proposal of the OSCE
Minsk Group, and the Minsk Group has
been set forth by the United States and
other countries to try to come to a set-
tlement of the Nagorno Karabagh con-
flict, basically last fall the Minsk
Group put forth a proposal called the
‘‘common state proposal,’’ which essen-

tially sets up a sort of confederation, if
you will, between Nagorno Karabagh
and Azerbaijan where the two coun-
tries would be part of a confederation
or common state with equal status.

We know that Azerbaijan very quick-
ly after that announcement last fall by
the Minsk Group rejected the common
state proposal. But there have been
strong indications recently that if it
was not for the actual label ‘‘common
state’’ that Baku and Azerbaijan essen-
tially might be willing to accept the
idea of what the common state pro-
posal is all about.

In other words, they may not like the
term ‘‘common state,’’ but if another
term like ‘‘confederation’’ or ‘‘free as-
sociation’’ or something like that was
used that they might be willing to go
along with it.

I must say, Mr. Speaker, that what I
am hoping and I think the atmosphere
is ripe for it is that after this meeting
of the two presidents that it might be
possible to engage in some kind of di-
rect negotiations between the three
parties, between Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and Nagorno Karabagh, which is some-
thing that I and most members of the
Armenia Caucus have been talking
about for some time, that we can see
the three sides, if you will, get to-
gether perhaps at some point nearby
and simply start negotiations using the
common state proposal or something
like it and ultimately come up with a
peaceful settlement.

I wanted to praise our own House of
Representatives and particularly the
House Committee on Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations because in the
bill that they reported out of the sub-
committee last week and I think will
be considered by the full committee on
appropriations tomorrow that bill in-
corporated several constructive initia-
tives to help jump start the Karabagh
peace initiative.
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If I could just give some examples, in

the report language for the Foreign
Ops bill, it specifically says that the
primary national interest of the United
States in the Southern Caucasus is
peace, and it recommends continued
support for the people of Armenia and
Azerbaijan, and says that the extent
and timing of United States assistance
should depend on whether or not the
parties move towards a peaceful settle-
ment.

I want to commend our own Foreign
Operations appropriations sub-
committee for what it did and that this
leads in the long run to a peaceful set-
tlement of the conflict.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. METCALF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Guam (Mr. UNDERWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)
f

TRIBUTE TO ASTRONAUT PETE
CONRAD, AMERICAN HERO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
OSE). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from California
(Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
earlier the gentleman from California
(Mr. CALVERT) spoke about Pete
Conrad whom we laid to rest today in
Arlington National Cemetery, an
American hero and a member of the
team that walked on the Moon, in fact
the third man to have walked on the
Moon. It was my honor to have rep-
resented Mr. Conrad in Congress. In
fact, he lived in Huntington Beach,
California. I had many, many meetings
with Pete. I was very honored to not
only know him but I was very, very
pleased to have had the guidance that
he gave me over the years in dealing
with American space policy. Now as
the chairman of the Subcommittee on
Space and Aeronautics, that advice
that he was giving me was of real im-
portance and of real value. Pete was
such a wonderful person. It was a sad
day, but then again knowing Pete and
his spirit, it was a day that we know
that the spirit of Pete Conrad lives on.

Over the years, I have observed that
real heroes do not look like the ones in
the movies. John Wayne never risked
his life for his country, but he was cer-
tainly tall and handsome. No, the real
heroes that I have met generally have
been short and balding. Jimmy Dolittle
was like that. I met Jimmy Dolittle on
one occasion. And so was Pete Conrad.

If Pete were here today, he would be
really embarrassed to hear me compare
him to such a courageous and heroic
man as Jimmy Dolittle. But that trait
of being humble was one of the traits
that made Pete Conrad himself such a
great man.

When you think about it, great peo-
ple, the great people of our country,
just what is Americanism, who are
these great Americans that people have
thought about? In the past, the per-
sonification of the American ideal, per-
haps let us say back in the 19th cen-
tury, one would have to say that the
personification of the American ideal
was the pioneer or the frontiersman,
with perhaps a little bit of cowboy or
industrialist thrown in as well. Well, in
this century, we need look no further
than Pete Conrad, the man whom we
laid to rest in Arlington today.

Pete Conrad was the quintessential
20th century American hero. It is fit-
ting, then, that Pete was buried today
among America’s most noble cham-
pions in Arlington National Cemetery.

Pete’s accomplishments in the space
program, of course, speak for them-
selves. He was the third human being
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